Thanks to the labours of Cheadle and other investigators, it is now recognised that) we can no longer speak of endocarditis or pericarditis as a complication of rheumatic arthritis, but that these three diseases, as well as certain others, are all results of the action of the rheumatic virus?that this rheumatic virus, whatever be its nature, may produce, in addition to the above, tonsillitis, erythema nodosum, rheumatic nodules, chorea, and pleurisy?so that if, e.g., any two of these occur simultaneously or in succession, we cannot say the one is primary and the other dependent on the first. They are all, so to speak, on a level.
Of these diseases some, e.g., rheumatic nodules, are produced solely by the rheumatic poison; others, e.g., pericarditis in children, are rarely due to any other cause, whilst others again, e.g., chorea, may own a quite different origin.
We have several means of finding out whether any one of the above is rheumatic in nature?there is the family history, the personal history, and the effect of treatment. 
